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CHAPTER EVENTS
DATE

DAY

TIME

ACTIVITY

LOCATION

Sept.-Nov. 2021
Sept. 9, 2021 Wednesday 6:30 PM

Pride in our Priests Dinner

The Imperia
124 Easton Ave.
Somerset

Sept. 23, 2021 Thursday

General Meeting

St. Mary’s-Stony Hill Council #1467
225 Mountain Ave.
Watchung, NJ

Oct. 20, 2021 Wednesday 7:00 PM

Chapter 4 Tavorormina
Memorial Mass

St. Francis Cathedral
Metuchen, NJ

Nov. 18, 2021 Thursday

Chapter 4 Memorial Mass &
Chapter Officer Installation

St. Matthias
175 John F; Kennedy Blvd.
Somerset NJ

7:30 PM

7:00 PM

Chapter 4 Officers Elected for the 2021-2022 Colu.bian Year
President
Frank Rees

Treasurer
Scott Minnihan

Trustee
Robert Lynch

Vice-President
Ed Schilke

Senior Advisor
John Amato

Trustee
Robert Wright

Secretary
Chris Duffett

Trustee
Joseph Charmello

CEREMONIALS
There are a number of ways to have
your prospective members take the
Charity, Unity and Fraternity Degree.
It is available on-demand at
Supreme, you council can have the

Chapter Officers
Position

Member

Phone

E-mail

State Officer

Scott Williams

732-236-3084

scott.williamso@gmail.com

Chaplain

Fr. William Smith

732-634-1403

frsmith_kofc_iettes@yahoo.com

President

Francis A. Rees

732-828-2942

frees814@gmail.com

Vice-President

Edward Schilke

908-713-4914

eschilke@gmail.com

Secretary

Chris Duffett

908-510-18669

cduffett1@gmail.com

Treasurer

Scott Minnihan

732-356-6660

s_minihan@yahoo,com

Senior Advisor Trustee

John Amato

732-920-9899

johnnybop34@yahoo.com

Trustee

Joseph Charmello

732-329-3390

jac910@comcast.net

Trustee

Robert Lynch

73-828-9310

b4lynch@optimum.net

Trustee

Robert Wright

732-416-0479

rjwkofc4815@gmail.com

Chapter Committees
Sergeant-at-Arms

Kenneth Czarnecki

732 429 9283

kenczar@gmail.com

Ronald McDonald House

Dave Pinto
John Bauer
Stan Hubbard

732-672-3811
732-236-4149
908-420-2124

pintodaj@optonline.net
jabauer@optonline.net
stanahu@aol.com

Shoulder to Shoulder

Frank Rees

732-828-2942

frees814@gmail.com

Visitation

Bill Hoffman

908-500-2535

dollarbill31@comcast.net

Ultrasound initiative

Stan Hubbard

908-420-2124

stanahu@aol.com

Pride in Priests Dinner

Frank Rees

732-828-2942

frees814@gmail.com

Convention Party

Bill Herring/Bill Hoffman

732-512-8825

debill99@verizon.net

Right to Life

Bob Keeling

908-812-1071

rkeeling@embarqmail.com

Rutgers Catholic Center

Dave Pinto

732-672-3811

pintodaj@optonline.net

Veteran’s Affairs

Bill Hoffman

908-500-2535

dollarbill31@comcast.net

Lyons

Ed Shellman

908-850-0536

eshellman@comcast.net

Seminarians

Robert Gray

908-647-5983

junegray3@yahoo.com

Chapter Audit

Bob Keeling

908-812-1071

rkeeling@embarqmail.com

District Deputies
District 61

Dave Pinto

732-672-3811

pintodaj@optonline.net

District 62

Ricardo Rivera

732-789-4397

rrh332004@yahoo.com

District 63

Joseph Charmello

732-329-3390

jac910@comcast.net

District 64

Bob Gray

908-647-5983

junegray3@yahoo.com

District 65

John Rossi

908-400-1852

jjrossi@comcast.net

District 66

William Benson

908-581-3117

cenben06@aol.com

District 67

Dan Murphy

908-635-4120

danmurf@aol.com

District 68

Ed Suhy

201-317-4501

ed@edstravel.com

District 69

Gerard D’Ambrosio

732-485-8849

gdambrosiokoc6424@gmail.com

District 70

Andrew Ghapp

732-416-6959

goldbrdg@aol.com

District 71

Ken Smetana

732-2126-1844

smetana.kenneth@yahoo.net

Editor: Frank Rees; frees814@gmail.com
candidate sit and review it. However
to make a good impression on the
candidate and his family there is a
better way. There was a phrase in the
old degrees that sticks out in my

head. “The words charity, unity and
fraternity are written throughout our
ceremonials. But they are only words
until given life by the actions of
men”. You can give those words life
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by forming a degree team in your
council. No robes are required, just a
jacket and tie. Ceremonial sashes are
required, but they are inexpensive
compared to the old ceremonial
robes. No memorization is required,
just read lesson to the candidates and
their families. Of course, you will
need to practice the readings and the
procedures of the ceremonials to
make sure you provide the information in a professional manner.
The ceremonial can be done in your
council chambers but the preferred
place would be in the church. Better
yet, hold it in church after a mass.
Candidates, their families and the
parishioners can see by your efforts
that you are serious about the Order
and the work we do. It also gives
your council a positive look in the
place where we worship and where
we recruit new members.
There may be some assistance available from Chapter 4 in securing the
sashes. Keep watching for additional
information.

Fraternally,
Ed Shellman, FDD
Metuchen Ceremonial Coordinator
THE CATHOLIC CENTER AT
RUTGERS REPORT
Brother Patrick O’Reilly, BH, the
director of the Catholic center at Rutgers, says it will be full speed ahead
in the Fall semester with evangelization and fellowship programs to
engage and inspire the Catholic community at Rutgers.
The brothers of Hope and the SPO
Missionaries will again be joined by
Sister Lorraine Dorian SJH and the
rest of the Sisters of Jesus our Hope
in serving the center. Brother Patrick
is fully expecting the RU Catholic
center returning to the March for Life
in January of 2022. We assured
Brother Patrick that the Knights of
Columbus in the Diocese of

Metuchen will work hard again
financially to make that bus trip a
reality.
David Pinto, DD NJ 61
Chapter 4
Rutgers Catholic Center committee
CHAPLAIN’S BLESSING
This week, we are
celebrating the 245th
birthday of the
United States. The
Declaration of Independence states that
the United States
was founded on the principles of life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
The Constitution of the United States
established the right to vote as one of
our most valued rights and privileges. When our country was first
established the right to vote was
reserved to Caucasian landowners
age 21 or older males. The right to
vote has been expanded over the
years.
This expansion began after the Civil
War with the ratification of the 13th,
14th, and 15th amendments to the
Constitution of the United States.
The 13th amendment prohibits slavery. The 14th amendment established equal protection under the
law.The 15th amendment expanded
the right to vote to any citizen of the
United States male age 21 or older.
In 1920 the 19th amendment to the
Constitution was ratified which gave
woman the right to vote. In 1971 the
26th amendment to the Constitution
gave citizens age 18 and older the
right to vote.
Our right and privilege to vote is our
greatest right and privilege as a citizen of the United States.
In 1900 the 4th degree of the Knights
of Columbus under the principle of
patriotism was first exemplified.

Patriotism is love and devotion to
one’s county. There was a prejudice
against Catholics stating they could
not be good and faithful citizens of
the United States. The same charge
was made against members of the
Knights of Columbus which was
why the 4th Degree was established
to show how from its the founding
days of our country Catholics have
been faithful Catholic American citizens.
In the past five to ten years there has
been a rising prejudice against Catholics and members of the Knights of
Columbus because we have been
faithful to the teachings of the church
and cannot be considered good and
faithful American citizens.
As members of the Knights of
Columbus we are called to publicly
stand up against this modern-day
prejudice.
As we celebrate the birthday of the
United States, may each one of us
continue to be faithful American
Catholic citizens.
Vivat Jesus!
God Bless!
Father Bill Smith
MEMORIAL MASS 2021
& OFFICER INSTALLATION
The Chapter 4 Annual Memorial
Mass for 2021 will be celebrated on
Thursday, November 18, 2021 beginning at 7:00 pm at St. Matthias
Church, 175 John F. Kennedy Blvd.,
Somerset and hosted by St. Matthias
of Somerset Council #9925. Chapter
4’s Chaplain, Fr. Bill Smith, will be
the celebrant.
This Mass is dedicated to all the
brothers from the 62 councils in the
Metuchen Diocese who have passed
since last year’s Memorial Mass. The
names of the departed brothers will
be read during the celebration of the
Mass.
This Mass is dedicated to all the
brothers from the 62 councils in the
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Metuchen Diocese who have passed
since last year’s Memorial Mass. The
names of the departed brothers will
be read during the celebration of the
Mass.

Submit Names of Deceased
Brothers
In preparation for the annual Memorial Mass, please submit the names of
members who have passed away
since last year’s Memorial Mass on
November 19, 2020 to Frank Rees
at frees814@gmail.com. The names
will be read during the Mass and
published in a special edition og The
Heartbeat.

Installation of Officers
The installation of Chapter 4 officers
for the 2021-2022 Columbian Year
will follow the Memorial Mass.
PRIDE IN OUR PRIESTS
DINNER
Each year the Councils in New Jersey host dinners to honor our men of
the cloth. These dinners are conducted in each Diocese, with all
Priests of the Diocese invited as
guests of the Knights of Columbus.
The evening is open to all Knights
and their wives, and is a great way
for the Knights to show our Priests
how proud we are of them.
The 2021 Annual Pride in our Priests
Dinner has been re-scheduled for
Thursday, September 9, 2021 at The
Imperia on Easton Avenue in Somerset.
This annual event brings together
His Excellency Bishop James F.
Checchio and hundreds of clergy
and religious from the Metuchen
Diocese with brother Knights from
all 62 councils in the diocese.

Reserve Your Table Now
Reservation forms are available on
the Chapter 4 website at http://
njchapter4.com/PIP.html. All reser-

vations must be completed by
August 31, 2021. There will be no
tickets sold at the door.
NEW JERSEY STATE
OFFICERS ELECTED
The State Officers elected at the virtual State Convention in May are:
State Deputy
James E. Stoever

State Secretary
Raymond C. Sands III

State Treasurer
James P. Sweeney

State Advocate
Russell D. Petrocelli

State Warden
Scott C. Williams

Program, which was established to
foster a strong bond between our
Police
Departments
and
the
KofC. Since its inception, our
Councils and Assemblies have
raised funds, over
$2,000.00of
which were donated to the Police to
help defray the cost of supplies for
school children’s needs, such as pencils, erasers, back packs, and other
items.Your efforts have been highly
successful and with your continued
support we are able to move forward
and begin donating to the families of
Police Officers who have died in the
performance of their official
duties.To those councils and assemblies who have contacted and kept in
touch with their local Police Agencies, well done. To those who have
not, I ask that you do so soon. It will
help if a rapport is established with
the departments’ Public Relations
Officers. For their assistance where
needed, as well as seeing how to
present a donation to surviving
relatives of those who gave their
lives.New magnets have been
ordered and are expected to be
delivered shortly. The new magnets
have a small change and will read:
“Shoulder to Shoulder with our
Officers in Blue”. I would like to
know of Programs you have adopted
in your Fund Raisers. It will be a
great help for our members who are
searching for ideas.As I am a retired
Police Officer – a smile, kind word or
thank you to an Officer means more
than you’ll ever know.
Anthony Barlowski, FDD
State Chairman

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
WITH OUR OFFICERS
IN BLUE
My Brother Knights, I would like to
discuss the Shoulder to Shoulder

SK JOHN AMATO AWARDED
KNIGHT OF THE YEAR
John Amato, Chapter 4’s senior
advisor trustee (among his may K of
C titles) has been awarded Knight of
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the Year by the New Jersey State
Council.

SK John Amato received the State
Knight of the year award from State
Deputy Jim Stoever Saturday at the
Grand Knight/District Deputy meeting at the Doubletree in Somerset, NJ
for his 68 years as a Knight and his
involvement with the state on all levels.
CHAPTER 4 MEMORIAL FOR
STATE DEPUTY
VINNIE TAVORMINA
The Chapter 4 Memorial Mass honoring deceased State Deputy Vinnie
Tavormina will be held on October
20, 2021 at St. Francis Cathedral in
Metuchen beginning at 7:00 pm.
The Mass will be concelebrated by
Bishop Checchio, Bishop Emeritus
Bookowski, and Chapter 4 Chaplain Fr. Bill Smith.
Lite refreshments will be served following the Memorial Mass. Further
details will be forthcoming.
In addition to the Chapter 4 Memorial Mass, the State Council is also
hosting a Memorial Mass early next
year.
Further information on these events
will be provided when initial planning is completed.
LEAVE NO NEIGHBOR
BEHIND PROJECT
In the First Quarter 2021 issue of The
Heartbeat it was reported that GK
Gary Lattanzi and DGK Jan Will-

iams of South Amboy Council #426
went to visit brother Michael Roemer and were shocked and appalled
to learn that Michael had no heat or
hot water. His hot water heater had
sprung a leak and was shut off in
March, and his furnace had not
worked all winter.
Jan Williams said that “So many
have supported the project to restore
Michael Roemer’s house. I wanted to
show some pictures so everyone can
see the fruits of our effort. Without
the support of the many councils and
assemblies, this would have never
happened. I do not have before pictures. I was so overwhelmed and the
place was so sickening, that I never
though to take pictures. But then
again, I never though we would do
what we did. Now everyone can see
a snapshot of how it looks today.”

also submit their own posts. The
Facebook page is hosted by Chapter
4 Secretary and State Membership
Director Chris Duffett. You can
access the Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/groups/
288119681369435/
New sofa in the family room. It is super soft,
comfortable and matches the other green
decorations.

Michael in his new recliner.

Below is GK Gary Latanzi and
DGK Jan Williams who received an
award from State Deputy Jim Stoever for their council and assembly
work in helping Brother Michael
Roemer.

Michael going through his many awards
in the new dining room.

New floor and area rug in the family room.
The entertainment center was saved.

CHAPTER 4
IS ON FACEBOOK

Michael’s living room all cleaned up and
the rug will be shampooed.

Chapter 4 has a Facebook instance
where members can read posts and
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BISHOP SHEEN QUOTES
“The world in
which we live is
the battleground of
the Church.
We are at the end
of Christendom,”
he said. “Not Christianity, not the
Church, but Christendom.
What is Christendom? Christendom
is economic, political, social life as
inspired by Christian principles.
We’re seeing it die. Look at the
symptoms. Break-up of the family,
divorce. Abortion. Immorality. General dishonesty. Even the natural virtues upon which the supernatural
virtues were based, are being discredited.
We get used to things. The air that we
breathe, the press that we read, the
television that we see, in no instance
is inspired by Christian principles.
There is a tendency to go down to
meet the world, not to lift the world
up. We are afraid to be unpopular. We
are at the end of Christendom.
And I believe that the sooner we
wake up to this fact, the sooner we
will be able to solve many of our
problems.
Thirty or forty years ago, it was very
easy to be a Christian. The very air
we breathed was Christian. Bicycles
could be left on the front lawns;
doors could be left unlocked.
Suddenly, all this has changed; now
we have to affirm our faith. We live
in a world that challenges us. And
many fall away. Dead bodies float
downstream; it takes live bodies to
resist the current. And this is our

summons. We will have to begin a
different church.
What is the attack on the Church
today? It’s the world. The spirit of the
world. Today we have to conform to
the world or we are abandoned. Our
Lord said ‘I have taken you out of the
world’ and we say, ‘No, we have to
win the world. To win it, you have to
be one with it.’
We are for a moment on a trapeze.
We are in between the death of an old
civilization and culture and the swing
to the beginning of the new. These
are the times in which we live. They
are therefore wonderful days; marvelous; we should thank God that we
live in times like this.”
Fulton Sheen
THE PRIEST WHO HID IN A
CONCENTRATION CAMP TO
SAVE SOULS
Have you ever heard of the story of
Père Jacques?
The Catholic Church boasts hundreds of thousands of saints from the
times of the New Testament to the
present. Many fascinating saints
lived during the 1900s, and many of
them are in the canonization process
right now.
One of these is a man named Père, or
“Father,” Jacques. Born in Normandy, France, in 1900, he felt called
to live a life of piety and service and
was ordained a priest in 1925. He
served the Diocese of Rouen in Normandy.
In the 1930s, Père Jacques opened an
all boys’ school in Avon known as
the Petit Collège Sainte-Thérèse de
l’Enfant-Jésus (High School of Saint
Thérèse of the Child Jesus). When
World War II broke out and the Germans invaded France, Père Jacques
realized that Jews were in grave danger. He hid three Jewish boys at his
school, disguised as students with
false names. He also hid an older

Jewish boy as a worker at the school,
had a Jewish student’s father hide
with a friend in town, and disguised
another Jewish man as a new teacher
at the school.
In January 1944, the Gestapo discovered Père Jacques’s whereabouts and
seized the school. They arrested him,
the three Jewish students, and the
Jewish teacher.
The Jewish students and teacher died
at Auschwitz, but Père Jacques was
moved to several different Nazi concentration camps. At each camp, he
found ways to live out the corporal
works of mercy and minister to the
prisoners. He shared his rations with
others and visited the sick. Père
Jacques even learned enough Polish
to be able to communicate with Polish prisoners, who called him Père
Zak.
While at one brutal concentration
camp known as Mauthausen-Gusen,
the Germans decided to move
imprisoned priests to a less harsh
camp. Père Jacques hid his priestly
identity so that he could stay behind
to provide the prisoners at Mauthausen-Gusen with spiritual nourishment. He was the only priest left
to serve 20,000 prisoners.
Père Jacques lived to see the American liberation of Mauthausen-Gusen
in May 1945 but died of tuberculosis
in a hospital in Austria later that summer. In 1985, Yad Vashem, the Israeli
Holocaust remembrance center,
named him one of the “Righteous
Among the Nations.” His cause for
canonization opened in 1990.
The famous 1987 French film Au
Revoir Les Enfants tells the story of
Père Jacques and his bravery during
World War II. The film won the
Golden Lion at the 1989 Venice Film
Festival.
Here’s the prayer for Père Jacques’s
canonization:
Father infinitely good,
You gave to Father Jacques de Jésus
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The desire to love you and to love all
men.
You have showered him with gifts for
the education of the young,
You chose him as a priest,
You called him in the Order of Discalced Carmelites.
In the inhuman distress of the deportation camps,
You made him a burning witness of
faith and love,
Until the total gift of his life.
Give us the graces we ask you
By his intercession and, if that is your
will,
Glorify him in your church
By your Son Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen

NOTES FROM THE
CHAPTER PRESIDENT
I’m elated to say
that Chapter 4 is
resuming our normal schedule of live
meetings
every
other month at local
council homes. Our next meeting is
on Thursday, Sept. 23 at St. Mary’sStony hill Council #1467 in
Watchung. Our Social Director, Bill
Hoffman, is currently councils to
host further meetings.
Our Pride in our Priests Dinner will
finally happen on Sept. 9 at The
Imperia in Somerset. A Memorial
Mass hosted b y Chapter 4 in honor
of PSD Vinnie Tavormina is scheduled for Wednesday, Oct. 20, at St.
Francis Cathedral in Metuchen.
Our annual Memorial Mass remembering our deceased brothers will be
held at St. Matthias Church in Somerset on Nov. 18 followed by the
installation of Chapter 4 officers ceremony hosted by St. Matthias Council #9925.
These activities show that Chapter 4
is coming back, stronger than ever,
after a year of pandemic mandated
isolation.
SK Francis Rees, PFN
Chapter 4 President

