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CHAPTER EVENTS
DATE

DAY

TIME

ACTIVITY

LOCATION

November 2019
11/1/19

Friday

7:30 pm

Knighthood Degree Ceremony

Millstone Valley Council #11415
Hillsborough

11/2/19

Saturday

7:30 pm

Admission Degree Ceremony

Msgr. Mugnano Council#11378
New Brunswick, NJ

11/21/19 Thursday

7:30 pm

Chapter 4 Memorial Mass

Our Lady of Peace Council #11378
277 Washington Pl., North Brunswick.

January 2020
1/23/20

Thursday

7:30 pm

NEW JERSEY STATE
DEPUTY’S MESSAGE
Brothers,
As you read this, the
“Dog Days of Summer” are over and
the Fraternal Year is
in full swing. Hopefully your Councils
are busy conducting some of the
many programs we have to offer, as
well as recruiting new members.
Speaking of membership, we had an
extremely slow start to the Fraternal
Year. Even though my responsibility
is now to the entire state, I still have
a soft spot for the Metuchen Diocese.
So, I was very disappointed to see

Chapter Meeting

South Plainfield Council #6203
334 Hamilton Blvd.

Metuchen in last place again. There
is good news, too, however. In the
last few weeks, there has been an
overall increase in the number of new
Brothers brought into the Order, both
in Metuchen and statewide. And,
Online Membership continues to be a
blessing for us.
Even though the summer was slow
membership-wise, it was busy in
other areas. July saw the Installation
of the State Officers and District
Deputies at a beautiful Mass at St.
Cecilia’s in Monmouth Junction, followed by a great reception banquet,
complete with a 10-piece band, at the
Grand Marquis in Old Bridge.
In August, the NJ delegation
descended on Minneapolis for the
137th Supreme Convention. It was

an enlightening 3 days between the
beautiful Masses, States Dinner and
our NJ State Dinner. PSD and
Supreme Director Dr. Dan Rossi was
nominated and re-elected for another
3 year term as Director. And the Hospitality Room, thanks to the efforts of
Tamara and her team – Johnny
Amato, Scott & Karen Williams and
John Gazis – was top-notch. Next
year’s convention will be in DC, a
short ride from NJ. If you’ve never
been to one, now’s your chance. You
won’t be disappointed.
At the recently concluded Metuchen
Membership Training, I asked each
member that was there to close their
eyes and think about why they
became a Knight. Then I challenged
Continued on page 2.

Chapter Officers
Position

Member

Phone

E-mail

State Officer

Vinnie Tavormina, SD

609-642-6604

vtavormina@hotmail.com

Chaplain

Fr. William Smith

732-828-1400

frsmith_kofc_iettes@yahoo.com

President

Joseph L.Sabella

732- 763-4758

joesabella@verizon.net

Vice-President

Francis A. Rees

732-828-2942

frees814@gmail.com

Secretary

Edward Schilke

732-560-0569

eschilke@gmail.com

Treasurer

Scott Minnihan

732-356-6660

s_minihan@yahoo,com

Chapter Committees
Sergeant-at-Arms

Robert Gray

908-647-5983

junegray3@yahoo.com

Ronald McDonald House

Dave Pinto
John Bauer
Stan Hubbard

732-672-3811
732-236-4149

pintodaj@optonline.net
jabauer@optonline.net
stanahu@aol.com

Shoulder to Shoulder

Frank Rees

732-828-2942

frees814@gmail.com

Visitation

Bill Hoffman

908-236-8189

dollarbill31@comcast.net

Ultrasound initiative

Stan Hubbard

908-420-2124

stanahu@aol.com

Pride in Priests Dinner

Frank Rees

732-828-2942

frees814@gmail.com

Convention Party

Bill Herring/Bill Hoffman

732-512-8825

debill99@verizon.net

Right to Life

Bob Keeling

NA

rkeeling@embarqmail.com

Rutgers Catholic Center

Dave Pinto

732-672-3811

pintodaj@optonline.net

Veteran’s Affairs

Bill Hoffman

908-236-8189

dollarbill31@comcast.net

Lyons

Ed Shellman

908-850-0536

eshellman@comcast.net

Seminarians

Robert Gray

908-647-5983

junegray3@yahoo.com

Chapter Audit

Bob Keeling

NA

rkeeling@embarqmail.com

District Deputies
District 61

Dave Pinto

732-672-3811

pintodaj@optonline.net

District 62

Ricardo Rivera

NA

rrh332004@yahoo.com

District 63

Joseph Charmello

732-236-8515

jac910@comcast.net

District 64

Bob Gray

908-647-5983

junegray3@yahoo.com

District 65

John Rossi

NA

jjrossi@comcast.net

District 66

Art Troccoli

732-259-9424

artroccoli58@gmail.com

District 67

Dan Murphy

908-635-4120

danmurf@comcast.com

District 68

Ed Suhy

908-496-8449

ed@edstravel.com

District 69

Gerard D’Ambrosio

732-679-2230

gdambrosiokoc7424@gmail.com

District 70

Andrew Ghapp

732-416-6959

goldbrdg@aol.com

District 71

Ken Smetana

848-229-4397

smetana.kenneth@yahoo.net

Editor: Frank Rees; frees814@gmail.com
Continued from page 1

them to think of someone they know,
friend, relative, co-worker, etc. who
may have the same desires and to
make a promise to themselves that
they would contact that person in the
next 2 months. Not to recruit them,
but to ask them to go online and see

what we’re all about. Try it. It just
may work!
Vivat Jesus
Vinnie Tavormina
State Deputy
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VETERAN’S OUTREACH
PROJECT
Msgr. O’Grady Assembly #644 is
sponsoring the volunteer project at
the Veterans’ Memorial Home
(chaired by St. Augustine of Canterbury Council #8415 at Menlo Park,
132 Evergreen Road, Edison, NJ
from 1:00 PM to 3:30 PM.
They transport the wheelchair-bound
residents to the music program in the
central area of the Home and then
back to their individual areas.
Help them serve those who have
served their country and their fellow
Americans. Contact SK Byron Dyer
at b_dyer@comcast.net or 732-8217585.
THE MEANING OF
THANKSGIVING
The real celebration for
many of us,
the meaning
of Thanksgiving usually includes feasting, four-day
weekends, football games, floats,
family reunions, or a forerunner to
Christmas festivities. The “first
Thanksgiving,” however, was neither
a feast nor a holiday, but a simple
gathering.
The true meaning of Thanksgiving,
however, should not end after a
prayer or a few seconds of meditation
devoted to thanks. The holiday of
Thanksgiving has broader significance. Thanksgiving is also a call to
action. It is important for us to
remember that the word thanksgiving is composed of two words:
thanks and giving.
Thanksgiving is a special day and
people should stop and dwell on their
lives, reflecting on the hard times and
the good times about achieving their

goals and escaping different tragedies in life.

NJ STATE RETREAT

NOTES FROM THE
CHAPTER PRESIDENT

The NJ State Retreat was held on October 19 though October 20, 2019 at the
San Alphonso Retreat House in Long Branch, NJ.

My Worthy Brothers, and Friends of
our Chapter 4, Vol
II
Hope that everyone had an enjoyable summer and boy did it go fast.
To quote our Past State Deputy Bob
Hatler, who said “Don’t Blink?”
To keep you updated on some recent
events; In August the chapter performed its annual Audit. A special
thank you goes out to Past Chapter
President, Bob Keeling, FDD and
Treasure Scott Minniham for a successful audit of our books. All was
found in order. Well done!
We would like to wish all of our
Grand Knights, weather new or
returning a very successful year.
Remember to complete and file all of
your reports on a timely basis.

It was attended by 49 brothers from around the state and included one several
non-members (and one out-of-state participant).
This year’s theme was “The Call to Holiness” based on the book by Pope Francis, “Gaudete Exsultate,” (Rejoice and Be Glad).
The weekend consisted of four conferences focused on the retreat’s theme of
the call to holiness.
“Because you are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with
hearftfelt mercy, with kindness, humility, meekness, and patience... Whatever
you do, in speech or in action, do it in the name of the Lord Jesus.” (Col 3:12, 17)
Do not be afraid of holiness. It will take away none of your energy, vitality or
joy. On the contrary, you will become what the Father had in mind when He
created you, and you will be faithful to your deepest self. To depend on God
sets us free from every form of enslavement and leads us to recognize our great
dignity.
In addition to the conferences their are liturgical events offered throughout the
retreat; morning and evening prayer services, exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, group rosary and stations of the Cross liturgies, daily Mass and penitential services.
The camaraderie of brothers from around the state at mealtimes is truly rewarding.

We must not forget our deceased
Brothers and those who are not up to
par in health in our prayers. It is
amazing of what the power of prayer
can do. With this being said we
should start to compile a list of our
Brothers who have passed away
since last November. This list should
Ed Schilke, FDD, Chapter 4 Secretary at eschilke@gmail.com,
Please make every effort to attend
our Chapter meetings they have been
reduced to 6 a years.
As always a special thank you is
extended to both our State Deputy
Vincent P. Tavormina and our
Chaplain Father Bill Smith for
their words of wisdom and encouragement.
Thanks again to St. Cecilia’s Council
7046 for having us meet there and to
the Grand Knight Kenneth Hart-

Retreants gather around the Altar in the Chapel after attending the
closing Mass.

man and his staff for his preparing
the Chambers and collation for our
meeting.

ous years. We pray for you all to have
a great Columbian year in the Spirit
of Father Michael J. McGivney.

September is a busy month for all
Councils. Membership
Drives,
Degrees, Activities etc. Good luck
to all the Grand Knights for prosper-

Remember if you would like something to appear in future newsletters
it could be sent to me at joesa-
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bella@verizon.net. This could be for
upcoming events update on recently
events or words of thanks. We would
like to hear from you.
Father William J. Reilly quoted the
following: “My child, conduct your
affairs with humility and you will be
loved more than a giver of gifts.
Humble yourself the more, the
greater you are and you will find
favor with God… For everyone who
exalts himself will be humbled, and
the one who humbles himself will be
exalted.”
Humility is a forgotten virtue. What
do I have that is not a gift? What have
I received that I did not deserve?
What have I offered to someone else
in need? A prayer, prayed daily by
Cardinal Merry De Val, is known
as the Litany of Humility. It can be
found at this link https://www.traditioninaction.org. and prayerfully
reflect upon it and you too will be
loved more than a giver of gifts.
Fraternally,
Joseph L. Sabella, FDD, President
SHOULDER TO SHOULDER
CAMPAIGN
The “Shoulder to Shoulder” campaign has been reinvigorated and the
logo has been modified to “Shoulder
to Shoulder with Our Officers in
Blue.” This new slogan better
describes our support for all officer’s
in blue, both male and female.

SAVE THE DATE
PRIDE IN PRIESTS DINNER
The 2020 Pride in our Priests Dinner
will be held on May 6th, 2020 from
6:00 pm to 9:30 pm at it’s new venue,
The Imperia, 124 Easton Ave, Somerset, NJ 08873.
The new venue offers a sit down dinner entrees, an bar for liquid refreshments, and valet parking.
No formal program will be presented
and comments will be kept to a greeting by his Excellency Most Reverend James F. Checchio.

The price remains $50.00 per person.
The chairman of this event is SK
Frank Rees, who can be reached at
frees814@gmail.com.
CHAPTER FOUR
VISITATIONS FOR
2019 – 2020
November 21, 2019:
Memorial Mass for all deceased
members of Chapter 4 at Our Lady of
Peace Council #11378, 277 Washington Pl., North Brunswick, N.J.
08902 7:30 pm.
January 23, 2020:
Meeting at South Plainfield Council
#6203, 334 Hamilton Blvd., 07080 –
7:30pm.
March 26, 2020:
Meeting at Blessed Sacrament Council #5959, 1890 Washington Valley
Rd., Martinsville, N.J. 7:30 pm.

Car magnets with the new slogan are
available at $5.00 each from the
Shoulder to Shoulder chairman,
Frank Rees.

May 6, 2020:
Pride in Priests Dinner at The Imperia, 1714 Easton Ave., Somerset,
New Jersey 08873 – Cocktails at
6:00 pm and Dinner at 6:30 pm.
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May 15th/16th 2020:
NJ State Convention in Wildwood,
New Jersey.
June 4, 2020:
St. Matthias, Council #9925 – 168
JFK Blvd., Somerset, 08873. Election of Chapter Officers at 6:00pm.
Mass at 6:30 pm followed by light
refreshments.
SOMERSET PATRIOTS/VETS
SUPPORT CAMPAIGN
Brothers:
On behalf of the Chapter 4 Officers, I
wanted to thank all the councils,
assemblies, and Knights who
donated to our annual Somerset
Patriots/Vets Support Campaign. In
July, we sent a group of veterans
from the Menlo Park and Lebanon
facilities to a Saturday night game.
With your excess donations, we were
able to provide funds to the Menlo
Park recreation fund, purchase coffee
mugs and alarm clocks for the Lebanon residents, make a donation to the
Lyons facility for their Women’s’
Baby Shower, and we will send a
donation to the Wreaths Across
America program this December.
Last night, I attended the annual volunteers appreciation night at the Lebanon VA Home. The Chapter
received a recognition certificate,
and pictures of the Patriots game
event sponsored by the Knights of
Columbus were on the screen during
the event. I was proud to represent
the Knights of Columbus. Thanks for
all you do to continue to support our
veterans.
Fraternally,
Bill Hoffman FDD
Chapter 4 Vets Chairman

